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— s e Bl

0 e —— =
(N <R s 2
] F J o, .
o X T = y’ r . -
' . - ) ‘
3 - = — e
J -

A T

et e el en ¥ -

NAENREE (DN (@I F G~ NITR
CHORAL AWARDS



A Choral Scholar at Merton is a talented singer who receives a scholarship in
return for singing in the College Choir.

The auditions take place in September 2025 for entry in October 2026.

The Director of Music, Benjamin Nicholas, is happy to meet prospective
candidates over Zoom or Skype, or in person.
Please contact him by emailing choir@merton.ox.ac.uk to arrange an appointment.

Further information about Choral Awards at Oxford and the applications process
can be found at:

http://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/applying-to-oxford/choral-and-organ-
awards?chora!-awards

"Merton Chapel is the most perfect place to
be - singing in the choir was an absolute thrill."

DAME EMMA KIRKBY, SOPRANO
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https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/applying-to-oxford/choral-and-organ-awards/choral-awards

Merton College Choir has become one of the & T A
country’s best known university choirs through /.
its broadcasts, recordings and tours.

In 2020 the choir won the ‘Choral Award’

at the BBC Music Magazine Awards,

During the University term the choir sings services on Sunday,
Tuesday and Thursday in the 13th century Chapel. Most
vacations involve some choir activities including recording,
broadcasting and giving concerts all over the world.

There are twenty-five Choral Awards at Merton for soprano,
alto, tenor and bass voices. You can find the list of subjects
at https://www.merton.ox.ac.uk/subjects

A Choral Scholarship at Merton is worth over £1700 per year, andv
includes a generous honorarium, singing lessons
with our inspirational singing teachers, meals after
choral services, and annual tours.



https://www.merton.ox.ac.uk/subjects

"ONE OF THE UK'S The choir’s repertoire spans over 500 years;
ETNIEST CHORAL recently the choir has commissioned, and
ENSEMBLES worked with, many of today’s greatest living

Y composers including Kerry Andrew, Harrison
B - GRAMOPHONE - Birtwistle, Bob Chilcott, Eriks Eenvalds,
k Jonathan Dove, Gabriel Jackson, Hannah
Kendall, James MacMillan, Cecilia McDowall,
Dobrinka Tabakova, Cheryl Frances-Hoad
and Judith Weir.

The choir’s high profile concert schedule
has included concerts at the Barbican,
St John’s Smith Square and The Cadogan
Hall in London, and at the Cheltenham
and Three Choirs Festivals. The choir
regularly works with orchestras

such as the Royal Philharmonic
Orchestra, Florilegium and

Instruments of Time & Truth.

Many of our services are webcast and can be heard
online on our YouTube Channel.

There is a thriving music scene at Merton. There are 6
Instrumental Awards available to students reading any
subject, and a purpose-built suite of practice rooms.
The Music Society promotes regular concerts, and students
conduct the College Orchestra and the College’s
non-auditioning choir.



Merton College Choir
tours internationally most _
years. Recent tours have I A—

included France, Italy, Sweden, & - =N
Hong Kong, Singapore and the US. =
Upcoming plans include Japan, Canada "t —em——
& the US.

Highlights have included:

Tallis’s Spem in alium in the Beaujolais Festival in France o Mozart’s Requiem at
St Germain-des-Pres, Paris o Broadcasting Choral Evensong on BBC Radio 3 from
St Peter’s Basilica, Rome o A Christmas Concert in the Victoria Hall, Singapore o
Performances at St Thomas Church, Fifth Avenue, New York &
Washington National Cathedral



"Going on S
tour to Hong Kong <"
& Singapore during my
third year was certainly
an extremely memorable
experience! [t was amazing to
be able to explore the cities with
friends during our free time as well
as getting to sing in some unusual and
exciting venues"
- Frannie Millar, Soprano

PARIS 2015




The Choir of Merton College reunites
with Britten Sinfonia to explore some
much-loved Anglican repertoire in its full

ORCHESTRAL
orchestral splendour.

ANTHEMS
RD | WALTON | WESLE “English Choral music, but not as you
expect to hear it”

guardian

“[If you] are searching for a truly new,
sincere musical interpretation of the
season, then Gabriel Jackson: The
Christmas Story is for you .. it is
excitingly modern and deeply sincere.
And it's rooted in the college. The new
Dean of Lincoln, the Very Rev Dr Simon
Jones, was chaplain at Merton and
compiled the libretto, using the King
James Version of the Bible, part of which
was translated at Merton, and he
includes specially commissioned poems
by two contemporary Merton poets,
Penny Boxall and Mary Anne Clark. Don't
peel the sprouts to this one, but sit down
and absorb its many moments of beauty"

CHOIR,
ORGAN

ok kRN review

GABRIEL
JACKSON

DELPHIAN




"Chilcott’s substantial telling of the New
Testament narrative, Christmas Oratorio, is
expertly performed by the choir of Merton
College, Oxford, with top soloists Sarah
Connolly, Neal Davies and Nick Pritchard
and the Oxford Contemporary Sinfonia...”

guardian
BEST CLASSICAL CHRISTMAS ALBUMS OF 2023

"You can’t deny the fervour of the Choir of
Merton College, Oxford and their director
Benjamin Nichols, or the extra splendour
radiating from the musicians of Britten
Sinfonia. As long as the recording lasted, all
was right with the world"

THETIMES

"Originally concieved for choir and organ, the
Requiem here is presented in new clothes:
an orchestral version tailored specifically
for this recording..By turns moving and
consoling to the living, Venables' Requiem
here recieves a superb rendition from

ever responsive to the
emotional tradjectory through the
text ... A thoroughly admirable relg
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CHOIR OF MERTON COLLEGE, OXFORD
.

ORCHESTRAL ANTHEMS

DYSON HOWELLS ELGAR FINZI

CHOIROF MERTON COLLEGE, OXFORD

» O
OXFORD CONTEMPORARY SINFONTA



THEMERTON ABRIEL
JACKSON

CODEEGEHDIN

Choirof Merton College, Oxfond | Oxford Contemporary Sinfonia
Benjamin Nicholis coadicror

ADVENT

CHOIR OF MERTON COLLEGE, OXFORD
BENJAMIN NICHOLAS, PETER PHILLIPS

AT MERTON

SLEEPER’'S PRAYER

DELPHIAN

IRSESRVVARREPANNEN _ BEE IN2/SIC MAGAZINE
el A\X/A R1DS2020

COLLEC T'TON WINNER

CHOIROFMERTON COLLEGE, OXFORD

RICHARD
ALLAIN

CHOIR OF MERTON COLLEGE, OXFORD
BENJAMIN NICHOLAS

LINWIFELE

CHOIR OF MERTON COLLEGE, OXFORD
BENJAMIN NICHOLAS, PETER PHILLIPS

BEGINNING

FAVOURITE ANTHEMS FROM MERTON

"the superb performances
are characterised by a
phenomenal sense of control
and restraint, with every note ON CHRISTMAS NIGHT
carefully crafted and bathed CAROLS FROM
in the radiant acoustic of

3 H OLY NIG H i} the college chapel”
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Merton College Choir records for Delphian Records and has an acclaimed
series of CDs on that label. Our music is available on most streaming platforms!

APPLE MUSIC YOUSIRIBE SPOTIFY



https://music.apple.com/us/artist/choir-of-merton-college-oxford/458956112
https://music.apple.com/us/artist/choir-of-merton-college-oxford/458956112
https://www.youtube.com/@MertonCollegeChoir/streams
https://www.youtube.com/@MertonCollegeChoir/streams
https://open.spotify.com/artist/42bglDd9UgTO74tu8m90Hs
https://open.spotify.com/artist/42bglDd9UgTO74tu8m90Hs













FIND OUT MORE..

Benjamin Nicholas has been the Director of Music since 2008.

He has responsibility for the daily running of the College Choir and is a College
Lecturer in Music. Benjamin is happy to meet with potential choral or organ
scholars throughout the year, and can be contacted by emailing
choir@merton.ox.ac.uk

The Music Department's page on Choral Awards can be found here:

www.music.ox.ac.uk/apply/undergraduate/choral-and-organ-awards/

(@mertoncollchoir '

W @mertoncollchoir

f @mertoncollegechoir

www.merton.ox.ac.uk/choir
www.mertoncollegechoir.com




